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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 

50  CFR  Parts  23  and  810 

Proposed  Findings  for  Export  of 
Bobcat,  Lynx,  River  Otter,  Alaskan 
Brown  Bear,  Alaskan  Gray  Wolf, 
American  Alligator,  and  American 
Ginseng  Taken  in  1980-81  Season 

agency:  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 
action:  Proposed  rule  and  findings. 

summary:  The  Convention  on 
International  Trade  in  Endangered 
Species  of  Wild  Fauna  and  Flora  is  a  59- 
nation  treaty  regulating  the  international 
shipment  of  certain  wildlife  and  plant 
species.  Under  the  Convention,  exports 
of  wildlife  or  plants  listed  in  Appendix  I 
or  II  may  occur  only  if  a  ScientiHc 
Authority  has  advised  a  permit-issuing 
Management  Authority  that  such 
exports  will  not  be  detrimental  to  the 
survival  of  the  species,  and  if  a 
Management  Authority  is  satisHed  that 
the  wildlife  or  plants  were  not  obtained 
in  violation  of  laws  for  their  protection. 

The  Service  finds  it  most  effective  to 
develop  such  ScientiHc  Authority  and 
Management  Authority  decisions  for  the 
export  of  certain  heavily  traded  species 
on  an  annual  basis,  applicable  to  all 
exports  of  specimens  taken  in  a 
particular  season.  In  this  notice,  the 
Service  summarizes  information  on  the 
status  of  bobcat,  lynx,  river  otter, 
Alaskan  brown  bear,  Alaskan  gray  wolf, 
American  alligator,  and  American 
ginseng,  and  proposes  decisions  on 
whether  export  permits  should  be  issued 
for  specimens  of  these  animals  or  this 
plant  taken  in  the  1980-81  season. 

The  Service  seeks  public  comment  in 
order  to  base  its  final  decisions  on  the 
best  available  information. 
dates:  All  information  and  comments 
received  by  October  14, 1980  for 
American  ginseng  and  American 
alligator,  and  by  October  24, 1980  for 
other  species  will  be  considered. 
ADDRESS:  Please  send  correspondence 
concerning  this  notice  to  the  Office  of 
the  ScientiHc  Authority,  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service,  Washington,  DC  20240. 
Materials  received  will  be  available  for 
public  inspection  from  7:45  a.m.  to  4:15 
p.m.,  Monday  through  Friday,  in  room 
536, 1717  H  Street,  NW,  Washington, 

DC. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Biological  Hndings — Dr.  Richard  L. 
Jachowski,  Office  of  the  Scientific 
Authority,  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service,  Washington,  DC  20240, 
telephone  (202)  653-5948. 


Export  permits — ^Mr.  S.  Ronald  Singer, 

Federal  Wildlife  Permit  Office,  U.S. 

Fish  and  Wildlife  Service, 

Washington,  DC  20240,  telephone 

(703)  235-2418. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION: 
Background 

The  Service  summarized  its 
responsibilities  in  carrying  out  ScientiHc 
Authority  functions  for  the  United  States 
in  the  July  10, 1980,  Federal  Register  (45 
FR  46464).  That  publication  described 
policies  of  the  former  Endangered 
Species  ScientiHc  Authority  (ESSA)  in 
developing  advice  on  the  import  and 
export  of  listed  species.  It  also 
summarized  basic  elements  of  ScientiHc 
Authority  advice  on  the  export  of  the 
following  Appendix  II  species  taken  in 
the  1980-81  season:  bobcat,  lynx,  river 
otter,  Alaskan  brown  bear,  Alaskan 
gray  wolf,  American  alligator,  and 
American  ginseng. 

The  Service  is  developing  Scientific 
Authority  advice  on  the  export  of  these 
seven  species  by  treating  them  as 
included  under  Article  11.2(a)  or  Article 
11.2(b)  of  the  Convention,  or  both. 
According  to  Article  11.2,  Appendix  II  is 
to  include: 

(a)  All  species  which  although  not 
necessarily  now  threatened  with 
extinction  may  become  so  unless  trade 
in  specimens  of  such  species  is  subject 
to  strict  regulation  in  order  to  avoid  ' 
utilization  incompatible  with  their 
survival;  and 

(b)  Other  species  which  must  be 
subject  to  regulation  in  order  that  trade 
in  specimens  of  certain  species  referred 
to  in  sub-paragraph  (a)  of  this  paragraph 
may  be  brought  under  effective  control. 

For  reasons  given  in  the  Federal 
Register  on  July  12, 1979  (44  FR  40842] 
and  on  July  10, 1980  (45  FR  46464),  the 
Service  is  developing  advice  on  non¬ 
detriment  with  respect  to  both  Article 
11.2(a)  and  Article  n.2(b]  for  the 
American  alligator,  bobcat,  lynx,  and 
river  otter.  The  Service  is  developing 
such  advice  with  respect  only  to  Article 
II.2(a]  for  American  ginseng  and  with 
respect  only  to  Article  11.2(b)  for  the 
Alaskan  brown  bear  and  Alaskan  gray 
wolf.  The  significance  of  this  treatment 
is  that  for  species  included  under  Article 
11.2(a],.the  Service  is  giving  advice  on 
non-detriment  with  respect  to  the  effects 
of  trade  on  the  species  in  question, 
whereas  for  species  included  under 
Article  II.2(b],  it  is  giving  such  advice 
with  respect  to  the  effects  of  trade  in 
that  species  on  other  species,  subspecies 
or  geographically  separate  populations 
that  the  species  in  question  was  listed  to 
protect. 


Criteria 

Criteria  used  by  the  ESSA  in  previous 
years  for  determining  whether  exports 
will  not  be  detrimental  to  the  survival  of 
a  species  were  described  in  the  Federal 
Register  notices  cited  above.  As  stated 
in  the  July  10, 1980,  Federal  Re^ster  (45 
FR  46464),  the  Service  is  applying  the 
same  criteria  and  is  seeking  essentially 
the  same  types  of  information  as 
requested  by  the  ESSA  in  developing 
advice  for  the  1980-81  season  on 
whether  export  will  not  be  detrimental 
to  the  survival  of  the  species. 

The  ESSA  published  guidelines  for 
export  of  bobcat,  lynx,  and  river  otter, 
that  depend  on  analysis  of  both 
biological  and  management  programs 
adopted  by  States.  A  working  group  on 
these  species  recommended  the 
following  minimum  requirements  to 
assure  that  export  will  not  be 
detrimental  (see  43  FR  15098;  April  10, 
1978): 

A.  Minimum  Requirements  for 
Biological  Information 

1.  Population  trend  information  *  *  * 
the  method  of  determination  to  be  a 
matter  of  State  choice. 

2.  Information  on  total  harvest  of  the 
species. 

3.  Information  on  distribution  of 
harvest. 

4.  Habitat  evaluation. 

B.  Minimum  Requirements  for  a 
Management  Program 

1.  There  should  be  a  controlled 
harvest  *  *  *  methods  and  seasons  to 
be  a  matter  of  State  choice. 

2.  All  pelts  should  be  registered  and 
marked. 

3.  Harvest  level  objective  should  be 
determined  annually. 

With  respect  to  the  working  group 
recommendations,  the  ESSA  noted  in 
the  September  26, 1979,  Federal  Register 
(44  FR  55540]  that  not  all  States  met 
every  one  of  the  minimum  requirements. 
The  ESSA  approved  export  from  some 
States  when  it  considered  that  other 
information  would  provide  a  reasonable 
basis  for  a  finding  of  ho  detriment.  It 
stated  that  this  was  done  with  the 
understanding  that  early  stages  of 
research  and  progress  toward  improved 
management  might  be  inhibited  or  made 
more  difficult  if  no  export  were  allowed 
at  all.  In  the  ESSA’s  view,  intensive 
efforts  being  made  to  improve  the 
States’  information  both  on  populations 
and  harvests,  and  other  information  may 
provide  reasonable  assurances  that 
export  will  not  be  detrimental.  It  noted 
that  such  assurances  are  further 
strengthened  by  States’  actions  in 
providing  new  controls  on  harvest  and 
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sale  where  these  have  been  less  rigorous 
in  the  past  and  where  current  conditions 
call  for  such  changes.  The  Service 
concurs  with  this  view,  recognizing  that 
the  effectiveness  of  the  Convention  in 
preventing  over-utilization  of  native 
wildlife  and  plants  through  international 
trade  depends  largely  on  State  efforts. 

In  addition  to  advice  from  the 
Scientific  Authority,  export  on  Appendix 
II  species  requires  that  the  Management 
Authority  is  satisfied  that  specimens 
were  not  obtained  in  violation  of  State 
or  Federal  law.  The  Service’s  Federal 
Wildlife  Permit  Office,  in  meeting  this 
responsibility,  directly  contacted 
responsible  State  agencies  by  letter, 
outlining  specific  requirements  to  satisfy 
the  Federal  program  necessary  to 
comply  with  export  requirements  of  the 
Convention.  That  office  returned  to  each 
State  a  written  evaluation  of  its  program 
for  the  1980-81  season.  States  were 
asked  to  improve  those  aspects  of  their 
programs  that  were  found  to  be 
deficient.  The  Wildlife  Permit  Office 
considers  the  following  ongoing  program 
to  be  necessary  to  qualify  a  State’s 
wildlife  for  export: 

•  A  tagging  system  must  exist  as  proof 
of  legal  taldng.  Tags  must: 

1.  Be  made  of  metal  or  some  other 
permanent  material; 

2.  Be  permanently  attached  to  each 
skin,  preferably  by  State  personnel; 

3.  Accompany  finished  products  to  the 
port  where  the  State  tags  will  be 
collected  by  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  Officers.  (The  tags  are 
necessary  to  show  source  and  tag 
numbers  of  pelts  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  the  product.) 

4.  Be  applied  within  a  specified  time 
of  taking  that  is  set  by  the  State; 

5.  Show  State  of  origin; 

6.  Show  year  of  taking; 

7.  Show  species;  and 

8.  Be  serially  unique. 

The  Federal  Wildlife  Permit  Office 
also  considers  the  following  ongoing 
program  (operating  on  either  a 
-mandatory  or  voluntary  basis]  to  be 
necessary  to  qualify  a  State’s  ginseng 
for  export.  A  mandatory  program 
-  administered  by  the  State  is  preferable 
to  a  voluntary  one,  but  a  functional 
voluntary  one  may  be  acceptable  if  the 
State  is  working  toward  regulatory 
control. 

1.  An  ongoing.  State  sponsored, 
American  ginseng  research  program; 

2.  State  certification  or  registration  of 
dealers  and  exporters; 

3.  A  requirement  that  dealers  and 
exporters  maintain  a  record  bf  their 
commerce  in  ginseng; 

4.  A  limited  taking  season  to  be 
established  by  the  State  to  foster 
survival  of  the  species;  and 


5.  A  certificate  of  legal  taking 
identifying  dealer,  origin,  year  of  taking, 
whether  t^d  or  cultivated,  and  weight 
of  the  shipment,  attached  to  each  export 
from  the  State.  (This  is  required  only  for 
each  export,  not  for  each  transaction 
within  the  State,  This  certificate  must  be 
presented  to  Federal  officials  at  the 
point  of  export  from  the  United  States.) 

Court  Decision 

As  the  result  of  a  civil  action  brought 
against  the  ESSA  and  the  Department  of 
Interior  by  Defenders  of  Wildlife,  Inc., 
the  U.S.  District  Court  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  issued  an  Order  on  December 
12, 1979,  enjoining  the  export  of  bobcat 
pelts  taken  in  the  1979-80  season  fi:om 
Florida,  Massachusetts,  New  Mexico, 
North  Dakota,  Wisconsin,  eastern 
Oregon,  and  the  high  plains  area  of 
Texas. 

That  Order  still  stands,  although  it  has 
been  appealed  to  the  United  States 
Court  of  Appeals  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  Circuit.  'The  Order  does  not 
enjoin  export  of  bobcat  pelts  taken  in 
the  1980-81  season.  Steps  to  correct 
conditions  that  the  District  Court 
considered  to  be  deficiencies  are 
included  in  information  provided  by 
certain  of  the  affected  States.  In 
addition,  the  States  of  Florida, 
Massachusetts,  and  New  Mexico 
supplied  additional  biological 
information  and,  in  the  case  of  New 
Mexico,  instituted  a  management 
program,  that  they  believe  should 
qualify  the  1979-80  harvest  of  bobcats 
for  export.  The  Service’s  final  decision 
on  whether  export  of  these  1979-80  pelts 
should  be  allowed,  subject  to  Court 
approval,  was  published  in  a  separate 
Federal  Register  notice  on  September  12, 
1980. 

Information  Considered 

State  agencies  provided  the  Service 
with  information  about  the  population 
status  and  management  of  the  seven 
species  discussed  in  this  notice.  All  such 
information  is  available  for  public 
inspection  at  the  Office  of  the  Scientific 
Authority  (address  given  below).  This 
notice  briefly  sununarizes  that 
information  to  indicate  the  basis  for 
decisions  on  export  of  these  species.  No 
information  is  included  in  those  cases 
where  a  State  allows  no  harvest  of  a 
species  or  has  no  population  of  a 
species. 

Information  on  American  ginseng, 
bobcat,  lynx,  and  river  otter  is 
summarized  in  the  accompanying  tables. 
Abbreviations  used  in  the  tables  are  as 
follows: 

A — ^Export  approved;  export  may  occur  under 
conditions  set  by  the  Service. 

B — Biologist  opinion. 


CC — Collector  comments. 

DR — ^Dealer  reports. 

ET — ^Export  tags. 

FO — ^Field  observations. 

HR — Herbarium  records. 

HS — Hunter  survey. 

LS — ^literature  survey. 

NEA — ^No  export  approved;  available 

information  does  not  support  a  finding  in 
favor  of  export  of  the  harvest. 

NF — No  export  finding:  bilogical  information 
and  management  programs  are 
inadequate  to  provide  grounds  for  a 
finding  on  export. 

SC — Survey  of  collectors. 

SD — Survey  of  dealers. 

T — ^Export  approved,  depending  on  receipt 
and  approval  by  the  Service  of  1980^1 
sample  tags  and/or  tagging  information. 
The  Service  notified  such  States  of  its 
need  for  these  tags  and/or  information. 

TR — ^Trapper  or  hunter  reports,  including 
tagging  records. 

TS — ^Trapper  survey. 

BIUJNG  CODE  6560-01-M' 
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B  Table  1.  Anerican  Ginsenq  E)qport  Findinqs  for  1980  Har\est  Season 

State 

Distribution 

Management  Authority  Proposed 

1979  Export 

and 

How 

Harvest 

and  1980  Export 

Findinq 

Abundance 

Determined 

Practices 

Manaqenent  Practices  Findinq 

AlabdRB 

(ff) 

ICA 

Arkansas 

Currently  reportel  in  four 

m,  SD,  FO 

Ginseng  season  8A5-12A.  Olcbr 

Forestry  Connisslon  Hyit.  Division  has  the 

A  ' 

(A) 

regions  of  the  State. 

plants  are  selected  for  harvesting. 

authority.  Research  has  been  initiated  to 

Report  an  increase  in  girseng  ahtiv 
(bnoe  in  1979  over  previous  years. 
Harvesters  nust  replant  seeds. 

regulate  harvest  practices. 

Connecticut 

(NF) 

NEA 

Delaware 

Reported  as  "very  rare"  iy 

none 

none 

ICA  i 

W 

Plant  Science  Dept. 

Georgia 

Currently  fbwKl  in  SOX  of  the 

SD,  m 

Ginseng  harvest  season  is  8/1-12/31. 

Georgia  State  Fish  A  Gane  Comk  requires 

A 

(A) 

State.  Rare  but  not  endangered; 

Harvester  oust  replant  seeds  after 

replanting  of  seeds.  Futire  research 

populations  reported  as  stAle. 

harvest.  Reported  increase  in 

dring  FY81.  Ginseng  Protection  Act  of 

harvest. 

1979  establishes  harvest  season,  size 
and  seed  planting  requiranerts.  Dealer 
registration. 

Illinois 

8A  of  102  counties  report 

CC,  SD 

No  regulated  harvest  season. 

Dept,  of  Conservation  protects  ginseng  on 

A 

(A) 

ginseng.  Loss  of  habitat,  due  to 

Reported  harvest  occurs  in  the  fall. 

recreational  lands,  approx.  300/X10  acres. 

ag^cultural  expansion  and  urban 

Harvesters  urged  to  replant  seeds. 

No  current  State  mnagsrent.  Private  har- 

developnent  is  reported  to  be 

Harvest  season  nqy  be  proposed  in 

vesters  often  replant  seeds. 

low. 

1981. 

Indiana 

Rare  plant  field  survey,  1980, 

m.  LS, 

No  legal  season  in  1979.  Proposed 

Untfer  1980  law  (House  Act  1078).  Dept,  of 

A 

(NEA) 

will  provide  data  on 

Pr^rty  surveys. 

season  extends  fiTjn  8A5-3/31. 

Natural  Resources  has  authority  to  nanage 

distribution,  abunchnce,  and 

proposed  research 

In  past  years  dig^rs  were  not 

ginseng.  BrocNres  and  panphlets  are 

status.  Knoai  from  at  least  56 

will  inclucb  HR, 

t^king  ^nseng  out  of  season. 

releas^  to  educate  the  pti)11c.  Dealers  are 

counties.  Abuncbnoe  and  distri- 

LS,  CC,  B 

faecajse  dealers  would  not  txy  it. 

encouraging  conservation.  Dealers  must  pro- 

bution  have  been  assessed  on 

Diggers  encouraged  to  plant  seeds 

vide  an  annjal  sumery  report. 

some  State  lands. 

at  harvest  site. 

Iowa 

Northeastern  populations  are 

ro 

No  regulated  harvest  season. 

State  Conservation  Connission  regulates 

A 

(A) 

stable;  central  populations 

Encouraged  to  dig  in  the  fall  and 

ginseng  harvest.  It  is  illegal  to  dig 

eppear  to  be  increasing. 

r^lant  seeds.  Harvest  pressiav  is 

on  State  property. 

Suitable  ginseng  habitat 

stable,  lOX  less  roots  dig  than  in 

abuidant,  particularly  in 
eastern  third  of  State.  Loss  of 
habitat  is  about  It  a  year. 

1978. 

KentucKy 

Mwiitorlng  of  stucly  plots 

SC 

Harvest  occurs  ffon  M^y  to  Nov. , 

No  State  agerxy  at  this  time  has  authority 

A 

(A) 

indicates  an  overall  Increase 

althoj^  most  avoid  halting  until 

over  ginseng  regulations.  Stqps  are  being 

in  abundance  at  those  sites. 

berries  are  nature.  There  is 

taken  to  educate  the  p(l>lic  toward  ginseng 

96  counties  of  120  report 

increasing  utilization  and  destruc- 

conservation. 

ginseng  harvest  in  1979-80 

tion  of  ginseng  habitat  and  increased 

harvest  season. 

harvest  pressure. 

Louisiana 

No  estimates  on  the  size  of 

ro 

No  comnercial  collecting;  less  than 

Office  of  Forestry  is  responsible  for 

fEA 

Pf) 

existing  range.  Habitat  is 

12  aneteur  harvesters.  State 

management  for  ginseng  as  of  non. 

limited.  Ginseng  is 

encourages  fall  harvest  and 

extremely  scarce. 

replanting  of  seeds. 

Maine 

- 

NEA 

(fF) 

Maryland 

Ginseng  vras  harvested  in  7 

ro,  SO 

Garrett  country  reports  the  highest 

Dept,  of  Agriculture  regulates  and  monitors 

A 

(A) 

counties  in  1979.  Occurs 

ruber  of  successful  diggers.  Based 

the  harvest.  Mandatory  regulations  for  diggers 

primarily  in  the  western 

on  a  2  year  stucfy.  State  reports  the 

and  dealers.  Public  inforration  efforts  will 

counties  of  the  State,  vbere 

1978-79  season  had  no  adverse  effects  contime  to  encourage  corservation  of 

it  is  locally  connDn.  1980 
surveys  will  assess  current 
abuidanoe. 

on  the  existing  papulations. 

ginseng. 

Massadusetts 

OF) 

ICA 
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state 

1979  Export 
Finding 

Distribution 

and  Kow 

Abundance  Determined 

Harvest 

Practices 

Managarent  Authority  Prc?x)sed 

and  1900  Export 

Hanagerrent  Practices  Finding 

Michigan 

Occurs  in  southern  counties.  FD,  B,  DR 

Population  trends  unclear.  Loss 
of  habitat  due  to  land 
development. 

Harvest  season  8/15  -12/1.  Mary 
plants  believed  to  go  out  of  State 
ifirecorded.  50  pound  estiiTBted 
harvest  for  1979. 

Michigan  Endangered  Species  Act,  1974, 
protects  the  plant.  0^  of  Natural 

Resources  has  established  program  to 
nonage  harvest,  including  mandatory 
coll^ion  permits. 

NEA 

Minnesota 

(A) 

Current  status  and  distribution  DP,  SD 
considered  stable.  Additional 
researdi  irderwey. 

Harvest  season  8/15-12/31.  Only 
nature  plants  ra^  be  harvested. 

Seeds  must  be  planted  at  harvest 
site. 

Dept,  of  Natural  Resources  involved  in 
ginseng  protection.  State  law  and 
Comiissioner's  order  No.  2030  serve  to 
regulate  ginseng  harvest  and  nenageraent. 

A 

Mississippi 

(NF) 

fCA 

Missouri 

(A) 

Over  90%  of  harvested  ginseng  SD,  m 
comes  from  the  Ozarks 
ard  Ozark  border  regions. 

Current  research  on  abuntbnce 
and  distribution  fhjn  dealer 
reports.  "Not  endangprecf  in 

State,  thoucb  extirpated  fron 
mary  areas. 

Harvest  season  8/15  to  11/1.  itervest 
levels  have  increased  over  previous 
years. 

No  direct  management  authority  for 
ginseng.  State  maintains  records  fi^ 

(fealer  reports.  Voluntary  program. 

A 

Nebraska 

(1€A) 

Occurs  in  3  eastern  counties,  HI 

where  it  is  uncoemon  to  rare. 

No  regulation  of  harvest  season.  No 
records  of  collecting  pressure. 

None 

!CA 

New  Hanpshire 
(ff) 

No  progranw 

No  coimercial  trade  or  harvest  is 
known  in  the  State. 

rcA 

New  Jersey 
(NF) 

Very  rare,  restricted  to  two 
areas  of  the  State. 

No  prog-am. 

fEA 

New  York 
(fF) 

Currert  research  to  assess  SA,  SC 

and  monitor  abundance  and 
distribution. 

Harvest  season,  8/15-11/30.  Current 
research  to  assess  harvest  practices 
Replanting  seeds  encouraged  at 
harvest  site. 

Dept,  of  Enviromental  Conservation 

No  harvest  allowed  on  State  lands. 

A 

North  Carolina 
(A) 

Harvested  in  34  counties, 
where  reported  as  "conmon." 

State  law  prohibits  harvest  from 
4/1-9/1  unless  on  private  owners' 
land.  State  reports  an  increase  in 
harvest  iron  previous  year. 

Dept,  of  Agriculture  manages  ginseng. 

Four  State  laws  protect  ginseng.  ProgTim 
includes  pthlicity  to  encourage 
conservation  ty  ginseng  diggers. 

A 

Ohio 

(A) 

Occurs  in  46  of  88  counties  R),  HI,  SD,  TS 

in  the  State.  Reports  indicate 

it  is  widely  distributed  over 

southern  and  eastern  Ohio.  No 

trend  data  available. 

Harvest  season  of  8/15  -  12/31 
recently  inposed.  Mature  plants  to 
to  be  harvested.  Seeds  to  he  planted 
at  digging  site.  Collecting  pressure 
has  inoeased  in  1979  and  1980. 

Dejt.  of  Natural  Resoirces  nonitors  the 
hardest,  along  with  other  State  agendes. 
Ginseng  management  program  covers  strict 
regulation  of  harvest.  Educational 
progetn  to  collectors. 

A 

Oklahoma 

(NEA) 

No  progrenu 

tEA 

Pennsylvania 

(NF) 

State  estimates  excess  of  SD 

2,000,000  acres  of  suitable 
ginseng  habitat,  and  is 
considered  stable.  State  reports 
ginseng  is  mcommon,  but  not 
rare,  in  43  of  67  counties. 

Populations  are  reported  as 
“probably  stable." 

State  has  no  information  concerning 
collection  pressure.  The  fall  is  the 
traditional  collection  season.  Seeds 
are  planted  after  root  harvest. 

■w 

Dept,  of  EnviromerTtal  Resources  &  the 

Bireai  of  Forestry  prohibit  digging  of 
ginseng  on  State  lands.  Both  of  these 
a^ncies  have  the  mana^ment  authority 
(assigied  ty  the  Govemient).  No  rtenagement 
funding. 

f£A 

Rhode  ^1and 
(!CA) 

rEA 

South  Carolina 
(NF) 

NEA 

Tennessee 

(A) 

State  reports  indicate  93  of  SC 

95  comties  harvest  ginseng. 

Research  assessing  distribution, 
abundance  and  population  status 
has  been  initiated. 

Harvest  season  takes  place  after 
8/15,  to  allow  for  seed  maturation. 
Collectors  s^y  ginseng  is  increasing 
in  abundance. 

Dept,  of  Conservation.  Harvest  methods  are 
piblicized  througb  the  media  to  encourage 
conservation.  Ginseng  prog'am  is  voliitary. 

A 
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state 

1979  Export 
Findinq 

Distribution 

and 

Mxjndance 

How 

Determined 

Harvest 

Practices 

Management  Authority 
and 

Management  Practices 

Proposed 

1980  Export 
Findinq 

Vermort 

m 

No  program 

NEA 

Virginia 

(A) 

Reported  from  7  counties. 

Most  coiron  in  the  Jefferson 
National  Forest.  Research 
has  been  Initiated  to  assess 
distribution. 

a 

Harvest  season  8A5-12/31. 

Protection  given  to  ginseng  under  the 
Endangered  Species  Plant  Act.  Dept,  of 
Ag'-lculture  and  Consurer  Service  have 
Initiated  program  to  assess  ginseng 
status. 

A 

West  Virginia 
(A) 

State  harvest  reports  ginseng 
taken  In  55  cointles. 

SD,  DR 

Harvest  season  8/1  to  11A5. 
MarUatory  records  of  harvest 
are  supplied  by  the  dealers. 
Harvest  Increased  48J  fron 
previous  season. 

Harvest  is  regulated  by  State  law. 

Dept,  of  Natural  Resources  is  the 
Management  Authority.  Dealers  are  required 
to  tag  or  certify  all  ginseng  pirchased  at 
State  tagging  station.  Biological  research 
has  been  Initiated. 

A 

Wisconsin 

(A) 

Currently  inter  assessment. 

SD 

Harvest  season  8/15  to  llA. 

As  of  July  1,  1980,  State  has  authority  A 

to- regulate  ginseng  harvest  fran  the  wild. 

Dept,  of  Natural  Resources  and  the  Fish  and 

Game  Departnent  protect  ginseng  during  the  " 
closed  season,  itech  of  the  program  Is 
voluntary  by  harvesters  and  dealers. 

Table  2.  Bobcat  Export  Findings  fbr  1960-81  Harvest  Season 

Biological  Infonratlon 

Managerent 

Proposed 

State 

Total  Harvest 

Population  Trend  1979-80 

Distribution 
of  Harvest 

Habitat  ' 
Evaluation 

Control  of 

Harvest 

Pelt  Registration  Harvest  Level 

and  Marking  Objective 

198&-81 

Export 

Findings 

Alabama 

Unknown.  Studies  5,273  (DR) 

underwey  using 
scent  post  and 
call  counts. 

Survivorship 

S  population 

structure 

analyzed. 

Available  by 
coifity  for 
1977-78;  current 
data  not 
available. 

Land  ownerships 
studied.  Radio¬ 
tracking  stixty 
Identified 
habitat 
preferences. 

Trapping  season 
11/20-2/20. 
Hinting  limited 
to  deer  8  turkgy 
seasons  (varies 
locally). 

Tags  volmtary,  applied  5,200,  determined 
by  State  personnel,  who  firtjn  past  harvest 
keep  recoil.  Available  levels. 

12/5-3/12  only  (79-80 
dates 

T 

Arizona 

Infomatlon  fron  6,860  (TR) 

trapper  S  dealer 

reports.  Bobcat 

pr^  population 

trend  data 

available. 

Determined  for 

21  game  mgnt. 
.units. 

All  of  State 
corsldered 
suitable  except 
Where  highly 
developed. 

Trapping  season, 
11A-2/2B.  No 
closed  hunting 
season.  No  bag 
limit. 

Tags  voluntary,  available  6,500,  determined 
at  regional  offices  11/1-  fron  past  harvest 
4/30  only.  Records  froii  levels, 
tagging  used  In  determining 
harvest  distribution. 

A 

Aiicansas 

State  district  2,964  (DR) 

biologists  describe 
as  stable.  No  field 
studies  In  progress 

Determined  for 
-  4  game  mgit. 
regions. 

Stable 

conditions. 

Season  In  1979- 
80  was  11/29- 
1/31.  No  bag 
limit.  1980- 
1981  season 
regulations 
not  available. 

Tags  voluntary,  except  3,300  or  less, 

required  in  19^81  for  based  on  1056  of 
export  fron.State.  State  estimated  State- 
personnel  distribute  tags,  vride  population. 
Pelts  trust  be  tagged 
within  20  dqys  after 
season. 

A 

California 

Stable.  Harvest  not  14,450  (IR  & 
affecting  age  or  HS) 
sex  conposltlon. 

Intensive  studies 
mterway  or  several 
populations. 

Sidings  also 
reported  by 
biologists,  lunters 
and  trappers. 

Recorded  Inm 
tag  data  for 
ea^  cornty. 

Area  of  20 
habitat  types 
identified; 
densities  fbr 
each  estimated 
fron  local 
studies  8 
trapper  success 
rates. 

Season  set  by 
regions  based  on 
population 
status.  Can  be 
closed  early  if 
necessary.  Bag 
limit  2  per 
season. 

Tags  nendatory,  applied  14,050,  based  on  T 

by  agents  within  14  dqys  past  harvest  level. 

Of  season's  end.  Mairtenanoe  of 

specified  age 
structure  parameters 
intended. 
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Biological  Inforrmtion 


Total  iiarvest 

Distribution 

Habitat 

Control  of 

Pelt  Registration 

State 

Population  Trend  1979-80 

of  Harvest 

Evaluation 

Harvest 

and  itoricing 

Colorado 

Stable.  Sex  and  3683  (fR  & 

Recorded  fhjn 

Estimated 

Season  lo/l- 

Tags  mandatory,  applied 

age  composition  HS) 

tag  data  for 

habitat 

3/31.  no  bag 

by  State  ageirts  within 

derived  from  tag 

each  county. 

stability 

limit. 

a  30  day  limit. 

reports.  No  field 

of  20  "data 

studies  in  progress. 

analysis  units" 

but  population 

correlates 

studies  are  planned. 

with  harvest 
success  rates 
for  units. 

Florida 

Information  from  87  1,123  (DR) 

Determined  for 

Types,  avail- 

Season  12A-3/1. 

Tags  mandatory  for 

Statewide  scent  post 

5  State  gsne 

cfcilily  and 

No  hag  limit. 

conmerdal  harvest 

lines  suggest 

mgit.  regions. 

de9«  of 

(2+pelts)  and  export  from 

increase  between  78 

protection 

State.  Sealers  oust  tag 

and  79  habitat 

analyzed  for 

pelts  upon  receipt,  and 

analysis  and 

State. 

file  rejxwts  of  pelt 

densities  derived 

purchases.  Pelts  in  poss- 

from  coiparable 
habitats  in  nearby 

States  indicate 

ession  3/31-12A 
must  be  tagged. 

total  population  of 

25,000.  Studies 
underway  on  age 
cofTposition  S  local 
population  size. 

Georgia 

Censusing  methods  3,410  (OR) 

Not  reported. 

Increase  in 

Season  12A-2/15. 

,  Tags  voluntary,  provided 

are  being  developed. 

suitable 

No  hag  limit. 

to  dealers  who  have 

2  furbearer  studies 

habitat  due  to 

records  showing  pelts 

underway  to  deter- 

logging 

were  legally  taken 

mine  population 

practices. 

in  the  State. 

trends. 

resulting  in 

_  Proposed 

1980-31 

Harvest  Level  Export 

Objective _ Findings 


increased  popu¬ 
lations  in 
Piediont 


3500  ^  based  on 
past  harvest  level. 
Allowable  harvest 
also  calculated 
for  each  data 
analysis  unit. 


1^,  based  on  past 
harvest  levels 


3,500,  based  on  past  T 
harvest  levels. 


Idalo  Inforration  being  1,179  (TR) 

Determined  for  6 

Wildbrness  area 

Season  1/9-1/31. 

Tags  wlirtary.  Trappers 

1,000-1,100  based 

A 

cotipiled.  Trapper 

game  mgnt. 

(20,000  sq. 

No  bag  limit. 

or  dealers  mist  subnit 

on  past  harvest 

questionnaire  on 

regions  95  local 

nriles)  is  25% 

Maty  areas 

rqport  S  lower  jaw  of 

levels.  Intend  to 

bobcat  populations 

units,  &  by 

of  State, 

inaccessible  to 

bobcat  to  receive  tag. 

allow  increase  in 

44S  stable,  1% 

county.  Detailed 

density  levels 

trappers,  and  few 

which  is  applied  by 

population. 

increasing,  37% 

stuc|y  in  Ov<ybee 

estimated  for 

bobc^s  trapped 

State  agent. 

decreasing.  Age 

County  indicates 

various  parts 

there. 

conposition 

most  harvest  near  of  State. 

analysed.  Stata/ide 
total  estimated  at 

9,000.  Bobcat  prey 

populations 

increasing. 

roads. 

Kansas  Studies  of  age  2898{^) 

Not  reported. 

Relative 

Season  12/1-2/28. 

Tags  iiandatory  for  sale 

2,000,  based  on 

T 

conposition,  repro¬ 

densities 

No  bag  limit. 

or  export.  Pelts  8 

harvest  surv^. 

ductive  effort. 

estiirated  for 

carcasses  fiiist  be  sii)- 

scent  post  indices 

different  areas 

mitted  to  State  agent 

X  trapper  surveys 

of  State. 

within  set  tire  to 

indicate  increasing 
bobcat  populations. 

tagging. 

Louisiana  1,500  scent  post  4,645  (DR) 

Recorded  by 

No  sigiificant 

Season  12/1-2/28. 

Tags  troluntary,  but  might 

Not  avaflable,  due 

T 

stations  monitored: 

geographic 

change. 

fio  bag  limit. 

becore  rarxbtory  1981-82. 

to  varying  pelt 

Possible  slight 

region. 

Tags  distributed  to 

value,  habitat 

increase  in  bobcats 

trappers  8  dealers,  who 

conditions  8  weather. 

1978-79.  Statewide 

rest  maintain  recalls. 

State  considers 

estiiiHte  of  33,000  in 

harvest  objective 

1977  based  on  harvest 

to  be  unnecessary 

data,  tracks,  other 
sigi  &  telemetry. 

Age  composition  S 
reprodurtion  data 
from  carcasses. 

Habitat  preference, 
movement  X  activity 
periods  being  studied. 

for  management. 
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Total  Harvest 

State _ PoDulatiai  TVend  lg<9-80 

Maine  Studies  tnder  v^y  on  318  TR,  W) 
abundance,  habitat 
use.  prgy  status, 
sex,  age  S  repro¬ 
ductive  condition. 

Current  information 
shove  1ov«  densities 
throu^KXit  nuch  of 
State. 

Massachusetts  Studies  oontiruing  30  (1R,  W) 
on  age  structure, 
reproductive  condi¬ 
tion  S  other  popu¬ 
lation  paraiEters. 

1977  trapper  survey 
on  bobcat  popula¬ 
tions:  47%  stable, 

39%  increasing,  14% 
decreasing. 


Distribution  Habitat  Control  of 
of  Harvest  Evaluation _ Harvest 


Detemrined  for 

26,000  sq. 

Season  10/20- 

8  wildife  mgnt. 

miles  of  suit¬ 

11/25.  No  bag 

wits. 

able  habitat 

limit.  Local  or 
Statewide  season 
can  be  closed 

early  if 

necessary. 

Determined  frxm 

Detailed 

Season  llA- 

tag  reports  at 

analysis  of 

12/31.  May  be 

cowty  S  regional  suitable  habitat 

reduced  if 

levels 

8  of  protected 

harvest  exceeds 

areas 

50  animals. 

Manaqerrent  Proposed 

-  1980-81 

Pelt  Registration  Harvest  Level  Export 

andMatidnq _ Objective _ Findings 


Tags  mandatory.  Hjst  he  5-year  anmal  T 


applied  ly  agent  within  72  objective  is  400 
hours  of  harvest.  Ravr  based  on  estimates 
pelts  entering  State  nust  for  individual 
be  iierked  vdth  State  or  wildlife  mgrt.  inits 
origin. 


Tags  mandatory,  applied  by  50  maxirnin  ^ 

State  personnel ,  carcasses 

mist  be  presented.  Pelts 

mist  be  tagged  within  6 

dys  of  harvest. 


Michigan 

Densities  unknown.  597  (IR  8  DR) 

Determined  for 

Not  reported  in 

Seasons  set  by 

Tags  mandatory,  must  be 

500,  based  on  past 

Data  fl^  sex  8  age 

counties. 

(btail.  Habitat 

zones.  No  bag 

applied  by  State  agent 

harvest  levels  (400 

oonposition  8  repro- 

considered 

limits.  Trapping 

viithin  72  hours  of 

for  upper  Peninsula 

dictlve  condition 

wlimlted  in 

8  hunting  in 

harvest. 

100  for  northern 

of  harvested  animals 

upper  Peninsula, 

upper  Peninsula 

lower  Periinsula) 

indicate  productive 

more  restricted 

10/25-3/31  in 

population.  Models 

in  lower 

lower  Peninsula, 

to  be  developed. 

Peninsula. 

hunting  allowed 

In  only  7 
counties  lA-2/28 

Minnesota  Considered  stable.  291  (IR,  iH) 
Studies  continuing 
using  telemetry. 

Sex,  age  structure 
and  reproductive 
data  of  harvest 
analysed.  Prgy  popu¬ 
lations  increasing. 


Recorded  fhn  tag  Estinoated  52,000  Season  12/1-1/31 


data  for  each 
county. 


kn2  of  suitable 
habitat.  Pref¬ 
erences  deter¬ 
mined  by  radio¬ 
tracking. 


Bag  limit  5 
(coibined  vrith 
lynx) 


Tags  mandatory,  applied  by  300  determined  fron 
State  personnel  vto  keep  long  term  harvest 
records  averages 


A 


Mississippi  Current  trends  not  2915  (TS)  - 

Available  for 

State  wildlife 

No  controlled  Tags  mandatory,  applied  by  4000  determined 

reported.  Studies 

cowties. 

habitat  eval¬ 

season.  Proposed  State  personnel  prior  to  fron  past  harvest 

Inwlving  distri¬ 

uation 

legislation  would  legal  shipments  out  of  levels. 

bution  8  abundance 

available. 

list  bobcat  as  a  State. 

will  soon  be 

furtearer  sibject 

coppleted.  Proposed 

to  trapping  only 

research  involves  ear 

8  a  controlled 

tagging  8  radio¬ 

season. 

telemetry  to  assess 

habitat  utilization. 

population  density  8 

mortality  factors. 

A 


Missouri  Statevride  minimin  Protected  since  N/A 
estimate  of  3,100  S  1977,  being  re- 
maxinun  estimate  of  opened  this 
10,000  bobcat.  season. 

Studies  to  include 
age,  sex,  repro¬ 
ductive  status  S 
1^  term  popula¬ 
tion  trends  of  the 
harvest.  Bobcat  pr^ 
population  trend  is 
available. 


Habitat  prefer-  Proposed  season 
ences  ic^ified  11/2D-1/S  south 


by  radio 
tracking  cbta; 
used  in 
assessing 
occurrence 


of  Interstate 
Hvy.  70  only. 
No  bag  limit. 


Tags  will  be  mandatory,  1200-1400  deterrnined 

applied  before  1/15  by  from  harvest  levels 

State  personnel ,  vbo  keep  prior  to  closire, 
records.  apparent  increased 

population,  and 
hitler  prices. 


A 
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Biological  Information 

Proposed 

State 

Population  Trend 

Total  Harvest 
197M0 

Distribution 
of  Harvest 

Habitat 

Evaluation 

Control  of 
Harvest 

A 

Pelt  Registration 
and  Markinq 

Harvest  Level 
Obiiective 

1980-81 

Export 

Findings 

Montana 

Not  reported. 

Studies  underwqy  of 
age  structure  8 
reproductive  status 
of  harvest. 

1,325  (TR,  W) 

State  map  plots  Not  reported, 
harvest  distribu-  Ecolo^cal 
tion  for  the  past  stuc(y  in 

3  seasons.  progress. 

Season  reduced 
to  2  months 

12A5  -  2/15. 

Bag  limit  one 
bobcat  or  lynx. 

Tags  are  martbtory, 
applied  by  State  warrfens, 
vho  keep  records. 

1,100  to  1,450 
(tetermined  from  past 
harvest  levels. 

A 

Nebraska 

Stable,  State  esti¬ 
mates,  1500  to  2000 
arrirals.  Studies 
include  sex,  age  8 
reproductive  status 
of  harvest. 

51  (TR,  m) 

Harvest  reported 
in  18  of  93 
counties. 

Field  biologists  Season  12A- 
indicate  12/13.  No  hag 

stability.  limit. 

Corer  analysis 
completed,  1972. 

Tags  are  mantfatory. 

Applied  within  48  hours  ly 
State  personnel  vbo 
keep  records. 

40-100  determined 
fron  past  harvest 
levels. 

A 

Productivl^  seen  as 
increasing. 


Nevada 

Generally  stable.  5,495  (TR) 

Harvest  records 

Available 

Season  12/15- 

Tags  are  mandatory  applied  3,500  determined 

T 

Current  studies 

maintained  by 

habitat  esti¬ 

2/15  (reduced  one  by  State  agents  vto  irain- 

fron  past  harvest 

measure  harvest 

counties  8 

mated  for  each 

month).  No  bag 

tain  records. 

levels  8  intent  to 

densities  8  trapper 
inpact  by  mountain 

nountain  ranges. 

mountain  range. 

limit. 

reduce  tcke. 

range.  structure 
of  harvest  measured 
statewide  8  by  6 
regions. 

New  Cooperator  surv^ 

Haipshire  counted  mininun  of 

70  in  5  counties  to 
be  reopened  (92  • 
counted  Statewide). 
Extrapolation  to 
areas  not  covered 
indicates  breeding 
population  of  at 
least  210  in  those 
5  counties. 


10  (accidental  Harvest  records  Study  in  pro-  Season  1/1-2/28,  Tags  are  mandatory.  50  maxinun,  deter- 

take  during  are  maintained  gress  on  move-  for  huiting  only  Applied  by  State  personnel  mined  fran  popu- 

closed  season)  at  county  level,  merits  8  activify  in  5  of  10  wto  maintain  records.  Mist  lation  estiinates  8 

relative  to  counties.  Permits  be  applied  vdthin  12  hours  h«rvest  prior  to 

habitat.  for  1  only.  of  harvest.  1976  closure. 

Season  to  be 
closed  if  quota 
of  50  reached. 


New  Mexico  Stable  based  on  3,395  (TR) 

Determined  for 

Considered 

population  (jynanics 

counties  and 

stable. 

analyzed  by  mathe- 
netical  models  and 

regions. 

analysis  of  harvest 
pressure  for  regions 

8  Statewide. 

Season  open  year  Tags  now  mandatory  applied  3,000  to  3,500  A 

round.  NO  bag  by  State  personnel  within  determined  fnm  past 

limit.  Regulatory  30  daiys  of  harvest.  harvest  levels, 

authority  given 
to  State  agency, 

1980. 


New  York 


North 

CarolitH 


Harvest  consideral  228  not  expected  Determined  for 

as  not  controlling  to  exceed  235  counties,  town- 

population  size.  (TR)  ships  8  game 

Current  research  mgrt.  units. 

includes  scent  post 

survqys,  track 

coints  8  field  obser^ 

vations.  Mirondacks 

has  low  density  8 

older  age  structure. 

Catskills  has  young 
age  structure  8  hicfi 
density. 


Gradual  trends 
to  climax  vege¬ 
tation,  vhich 
may  be  less 
favorable  for 
bobcats  than 
earlier  stages. 


Season  set 
according  to 
courrty  or  mgnt. 
unit.  No  bag 
limit.  Western  8 
southeastern 
parts  of  State 
closed. 


Tags  are  mandatory. 

Applied  by  harvester 
before  sale  of  ^It. 

Export  tag  applied  ty 
State  agents.  Harvester 
must  turn  in  report  card 
vn’thin  5  days  after  season 
closure. 


250  determined  iron 
past  harvest  levels. 


Track  counts,  scent  735  (DR) 
post  surveys,  tele¬ 
metry,  reprodkictive 
data,  8  food  habit 
studies  used  in 
assessing  populations. 

Age  structure 
analysis  to  start. 


Determined  for 
counties  and 
physiographic 
regions. 


Habitat  prefer-  Season  set 
ences  being  according  to 

studies  by  county.  No  bag 

radiotracking,  limit, 
being  correlated 
with  habitat 
types  determined 
by  LAfOSAT. 


Tags  are  .tandatory.  831  derived  fnm 
Applied  by  trappers  8  past  harvest  levels, 
dealers  Wto  mist  account 
for  all  issued  tags. 


T 


T 
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Biological  Information 

State 

Total  Harvest 

Pooulation  Trend  1979-80 

Distribution  Habitat 

of  Harvest  Evaluation 

Control  of 
Harvest 

Pelt  Registration 
and  Markinq 

Harvest  Level 
Objective 

North 

Sex  S  age  of  harvest  95  (TR) 

Determined  ibr  Harvest 

Season  12A- 

Tags  mandatory  fbr  sale. 

<100,  based  on 

Dakota 

is  available.  Har¬ 
vest  data  &  field 
observations  assess 
populations. 

oouities.  Very  locations  idem- 
few  tJcen  east  of  tified  by 
Missouri  River  physioj'aphic 
area  since  regions, 

records  began  in  LANDSAT  maps 
1948.  Most  of  provide  detailed 

current  harvest  habitat  infor- 
near  rivers.  notion. 

12/31.  No  bag 
limit. 

applied  ty  State  personnel 
within  20  (feys  of  season 
closure.  Trappers  are 
required  to  turn  in  har¬ 
vest  report  form  to 
receive  tags. . 

past  harvest 

OklahOTO 

Population  assess-  2,214  (DR) 

Detennined  ibr  Not 'reported. 

Season  12/1-1/31 

Tags  mandatory,  applied  by  2049-2618  fron  past 

merits  include  scent 
post  survQrs  S  pond 
or  stream  baric  track 
counts.  Currert 
researcJi  Includes 
statistical  irethod- 
olog/  to  evaluate  the 
effects  of  bobcat 
harvest  on  the 
population. 

counties 

limits:  2  per  trapper  iiimediately  after 

day;  6  per  season  taking.  Fir  dealers  main¬ 
tain  tag  records  S  report 
to  state. 

harvest  levels,  8 
intended  harvest 
stabilization  or 
reduction  by  1  over 
season  limit. 

Oregon 

Reproductive  data  2941  vestem; 

Detennined  for  Not  reported. 

Western  season 

Tags  are  mandatory. 

4,500  (3,000  western 

frail  eastern  Oregon  753  eastern  (IR)  counties  status  * 

12/1-1/31,  no 

applied  ty  the  trapper 

S  1,500  eastern). 

S  age  structure  dbta 

r^ulations 

bag  limit. 

iirmediately  after  taking. 

Determined  fron 

fron  both  parts  of 

State  indicate  popu- . 
lations  not  strongly 
affected  by  harvest. 

Tag  S  release  pro¬ 
gram  initiated. 

determined 
separately  for 

2  sub^ecies. 

Eastern  1/1-1/31, 
bag  limit  3. 

,  Trappers  report  harvest 
on  questionnaires. 

past  harvest  levels. 

South 

Population  reported  533-550 

Not  reported  Not  reported 

Season  1/1  to 

Tags  mandatory,  applied 

1000  determined  fron 

Carolina 

increasing.  Caiman 

currently.  Pre-  currently;  pre- 

3/1.  No  bag 

ty  trapper  or  hunter 

past  harvest  levels 

in  all  46  comties 
(1978).  Age.  sex  S 
reproductive  status 
to  be  detamined 
fron  harvest. 

vious  surv^  viously  reported  limit, 

suimarized  status  ty  coun^ 
ty  county. 

inmediately  after  take. 
Trappers  required  to 
Sifcmit  annial  harvest 
report. 

A  nunber  of  tags  to 
be  issued. 

South 

Stable,  based  on  237  (TR) 

Detennined  fbr  Not  reported. 

Season  12/15- 

Tags  mandatory,  applied  ty 

200-250  past 

Dakota 

reproductive  S  age 
structure  cfata. 

Season  will  rerain 

1  month  long  until 
more  population 
trend  informaton  is 
gathered. 

counties. 

1/15  in  areas 
west  of  the 
Missouri  River 
except  Carson 
county. 

State  agents  within  10 
dqys  of  season  closure. 
Trappers  or  hunters  subm't 
harvest  report  forms. 

harvest  levels. 

Tennessee 

County-by-county  741  (TR) 

Determinod  for  Study  coiplcted 

Seasors:  Hunting 

Tags  are  tiandatory  fbr 

802  detennined  from 

conparisons  suggest 

couities,  on  habitat  use. 

11/14-2/28; 

export,  applied  by  State 

past  harvest  levels 

increase  between 

1949-1974.  Scent 
post  survQis 
unsuccessful  in 
assessing  bobcat 
populations.  Eco- 
lo^cal  stu((y  done 
in  Catoosa  Wildlife 

Area. 

regions,  S  areas. 

Trapping-li/28- 
2/28.  No  bag 
limit. 

personnel,  who  record 
harvest  data. 

both  Statewide  &  ty 
regions. 

Texas 

State  reports  indi-  17,994  (TS) 
cate  population  is 
not  affected  ty  har¬ 
vest.  Data  on  age 
oaiposition  of  har¬ 
vest.  4-ycar  popu¬ 
lation  survey  will 

Determined  for  Harvest  S  esti- 
counties  S  mated  densities 

ecological  areas,  based  on 
ecological 
areas. 

Tags  only  avail¬ 
able  11/15-2/15 
tio  bag  limit  or 
closed  taking 
season. 

Tags  are 
mandatory,  fbr 
sale,  applied 

11/15-2A5  by 
dealers  must 
account  for  al 1 
tags. 

20,000 

be  coiplete  ty  10/81. 


Proposed 

1980-81 

Export 

Findings 

A 


T 


A 


A 


T 


A 
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Biological  Irtformation  Hana^tenT 

Total  Harvest  Distribution  Habitat  Control  of  Pelt  Registration 
State _ Population  Trend  1979-80 _ of  Har\est  Evaluation _ Harvest _ and  Marking 


Propose 

1900-31 

Harvest  Level  Export 

Objective _ Findings 


Utah 


Vermont 


Data  fron  first  1,593  (TR) 
controlled  season 
sinoe  closure 
suggests  earlier 
population  estimate 
of  10,848  was  con- 
vative.  Age,  sex,  S 
reptxluctive  status 
being  determined. 

Prey  data  available. 


Detennined  for 
counties. 


Stuc(y  in  pro-  Season  12A3- 

9^.  Prior  1/31.  Bas  limit 

estimate  of  4  per  season, 

population  based 
on  life  zones. 


Tags  are  mandatory  for  1,600  determined 
sale.  Pennanent  tags  must  frcm  past  harvest 
be  attached  by  State  levels  S  population 
personnel  within  72  hours  nodels. 
of  season  closure,  in 
exchange  for  temporary 
possession  tags  carrying 
data. 


A' 


Stable,  quarterly  70  (TR) 
population  trend ' 
surveys  by  biologists 
A  wardens.  Data  on 
sex,  age  repro¬ 
ductive  status  8 
condition  of  bobcats 
determined  fran 
harvested  animals. 

Currert  research 
involves  detenaining 
inininun  critical 
habitat  require, 
merits. 


Determined  for 

Detailed  habitat 

Seasons: 

counties. 

analysis  in 

trapping,  12/13- 

progress. 

3/31;  shooting. 

1/24-2/8.  No 

b^  limit. 

Tags  are  mardatory,  100  determined  frxm  A 
applied  by  State  vercfens  contiruation  of 
within  48  hours  of  season  prior  seasons, 
closure.  Carcasses  are  . 
turned  in  at  ti  le  of 
tagging. 


Vinjinia  Distribution  8  abtxv  3B9  (TR) 
dance  assessed  by 
field  biologist, 
furbqyer  reports 
scent  post,  trapper 
a  hunter  surveys. 

Harvest  trend  data 
available.  Studies 
beginning  on  age 
structure  8  other 
methods. 


Reported  for 

Not  reported.  Seasons:  Hurting-  Tags  are  mandatory  for 

300  (fetermi  nad  fron 

counties. 

11/1-1/31; 

sale,  applied  ty  State 

past  harvest  level 

Take  also 

Trapping-12A- 

werdens.  State  does  not 

averages. 

reported  by 

1/^.  Limits: 

collect  cbta  on  locality 

physiographic 

2  per  day,  6  per 

or  condition  of  of 

regions. 

season. 

harvest  from  tag  records. 

Washington  Relatively  stable,  ^564 (75^) 
Statewide  population 
estimate  is  20,000 
based  on  population 
iKxlels  8  d^ity. 

Age,  sex,  diet,  and 
reproductive  status 
determined  from 
carcasses.  Status  8 
regulalh’ons  deter¬ 
mined  separately  for 
eastern  8  western 
populations. 

West  Statewide  population  602  (DR) 

Virginia  estimates  range  from 

4,500  to  8,400 
animals.  Scent  post 
surveys  to  be 
started.  Age 
structure  8  repro¬ 
ductive  status 
detennined  from 
carcasses  (77-78). 

Prqy  populations  hi^i. 


Determined  for  Ecological  No  bag  limit.  Tags  are  aembtory.  State  estimates  T 

counties  8  State  studies  in  pro-  Controlled  season  applied  by  State  personnel  harvest  to  be  lower 

regions.  9^s  in  both  set  according  to  within  10  days  of  season  dUe  to  drcp  in  pelt 

eastern  8  method  or  take  closure,  prices  and  increased 

western  parts  of  for  both  Eastern  travel  expense. 

'  State  8  Western  portions 

of  State. 


Detennined  by 
counties. 


Previously 
indicated 
habitat  stable 
or  increasing. 


Season  11/1-1/31.  Tags  are  mandatory,  635  based  on  past 
Limit,  2  per  applied  by  State  personnel  harvest  levels  8 
season.  within  30  ctys  of  season  population  notels. 

closure.  Tag  nmbers  are 
recorded,  trappers  do  not 
supply  harvest  reports. 


T 
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Wisconsin  Stable,  populations  131  (TR) 
monito^  fron 
tagging  data,  harvest 
questionnaire  S 
trade  counts.  Hinting 
S  trapping  conditions 
(79-80)  considered 
poor  S  nqy  have  con¬ 
tributed  to  reduced 
hunting  effort  & 
lover  total  take.  No 
decline  in  hunter 
success  rates  ft  other 
evidence  indicates 
loM  but  stable  to 
slij^Ttly  increasing 
populations. 


Determined  for  Considered  Season  11/1-12/31  Tags  mandatory,  applied  by  150  determined  fron  A 

counties  ft  gane  stable  in  north  of  State  State  personnel  within  5  past  harvest  levels, 

tianagement  units,  northern  part  of  HigiMay  M.  Limit  days  of  harvest.  Trappers 
state;  southern  one  per  season,  submit  harvest  data  card 
area  considered  prior  to  receiving  tag. 

poor  habitat. 


Wyoning 


Harvest  considered 
within  allowable 
limits  determined 
from  population 
nodel  based  on  age 
structure  ft  repro¬ 
ductive  (hta. 
Mditiorel  data  on 
status  from  scent 
station  surveys  ft 
harvest  distribution. 


2,834  (TS,  HS)  Detenrrined  for 
preliminary  game  management 
harvest  sib  irits. 
figure. 


Densities  esti-  Season  11/15- 

mated  based  on  3/1.  No  bag 

vegetation  types  limit. 

ft  relative 

responses  to 

scent  station 

surveys. 


Tags  voluntary,  avail^le 
at  enforcanent  offices. 
Tag  records  include 
location  of  harvest. 
Persons  are  limited  to  5 
tags  in  a  7  day  leriod. 


2,000-2,500  deter¬ 
mined  fivjti  a 
statistical  population 
model. 


A 


Navajo 

Nation 


ftst  of 
undeveloped 
areas  of  reser¬ 
vation 
considered 
suitable. 

structure,  reproduc¬ 
tive  data  ft  trapper 
success  rates  indicate 
stable  population. 


Harvest  data  used  to 
plot  distribution. 
Scent  post  survqys  to 
assess  population 
status  proposed  for 
1980-81  season.  Age 


162  (TR  ft  Determined  for 
field  agents.)  general  harvest 
areas,  mean 
elevation  ft 
vegetation  lypes. 


hbrvest  regu¬ 
lation  not  yet 
receive!. 


Tags  iwriatory.  Tags  100-200  detemined 

applied  by  /SK  personnel  from  past  harvest 
or  at  Fish  ft  Wildlife  levels. 

Office.  Records  from 
harvest  are  sibmitted  by 
trapper  at  tine  of 
tagging. 


r 
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Table  3.  River  Otter  Export  Finch' ngs  for  1980-81  Harvest  Season 


Biological  Information 

rfenaqement 

Proposed 

State 

Pooulation  Trend 

Total  Harvest 
1979-80 

Distribution 
of  Harvest 

Habitat 

Evaluation 

Control  of 

Harvest 

Pelt  Registration 
and  Marking 

Harvest  Loel 
Obdective 

1980-ai 

Export 

Findings 

Alabama 

See  bobcat  table. 

3065  (OR) 

Available  for 
oourties. 

Habitat  reported 
to  be  increasing 
due  to  beaver 
activities. 

Season  11/20- 
2/20.  No  bag 
limit. 

See  bobcat  table 

3200  based  on  past 
harvest  levels 

T 

Alaska 

Not  reported.  State 
is  conducting  a  life 
history  study  on 
southeastern  otter. 

Not  yet 
reported. 

Determined  for 

27  State 
subunits. 

State  reports  Season  is 

habitat  controlled  by 

ifichanged  except  State  game  units, 
in  southeastern 

Alaska.  Logging 
has  nodified 
small  portions  of 
available  habitat. 

Tags  are  mandatory, 
applied  by  State  personnel 
tin  maintain  reco^. 

2,200  based  on  past 
harvest  levels. 

A 

Arkansas 

See  bobcat  table 

400  (DR) 

See  bobcat  table 

Stable 

See  bobcat  table 

See  bobcat  table 

450  based  on  101 
of  the  estimated 
population. 

A 

Connecticut 

Not  reported.  State 
assesses  ab'jndance 
fixm  harvest  data. 
Population  models 
i  population  trend 
information  is 
lacking. 

107  (IR) 

Determined  from 
harvest  data. 

Not  reported. 

Season  79-80. 
11/1-2/29.  Mo 
bag  limit.  80-81 
proposed  bag 
limit  of  8  per 
season. 

Tags  are  mandatory, 
applied  by  State 
personnel  who  record 
harvest  data. 

100  based  on  past 
harvest  levels. 

A 

Delaware 

Not  reported,  popu¬ 
lation  assessments 
are  detenmned  from 
field  observations. 
Future  researdi  will 
involve  carcass 
exam  nation. 

62  (IR) 

Not  reported. 

Reported  as 
excellent, 
100,000  acres 
of  tidal  marsh, 
20  river  systems 
with  numerous 
fresiwater  ponds 

Season  12/1-3/10 
No  bag  limit. 

8 

Tags  are  mancbtory, 
applied  by  State  law 
enfiorcenent  personnel. 

65  based  on  past 
harvest  levels. 

A 

Florich 

Not  reported.  State 
is  applying  researdi 
to  obtain  inform 
ination  on  age 
structure  of  harvest 
8  population 
assessrents. 

2100  (DR) 

See  bobcat  table. 

Currently  being 
assessed.  State 
wetlands  inven¬ 
tory  is 
available. 

See  bobcat  table. 

See  bobcat  table. 

2000  based  on  past 
harvest  levels. 

A 

Georgia 

See  bobcat  table. 

3597  (DR) 

Not  reixirted. 

Coastal  plain  8 
salt  marshes 
considered 
stable. 

See  bobcat  table. 

See  bobcat  table. 

3500  determined  from  T 
past  harvest  levels. 

Louisiana 

Stable,  long-term 
life  history  8 
reproductive  data  is 
available.  Current 
studies,  monitor 
daily  monuients  8 
habitat  preferenoes. 

9324  (DR) 

See  bobcat  table. 

Habitat 

preferences  are 
Irani tored. 

See  bobcat  table. 

See  bobcat  table. 

Not  available. 

r 

Maine 

St*le,  increasing. 
See  bobcat  table. 

965  (OR) 

See  bobcat  table. 

.  Plentiful  :50, 000  Season  set  accor^  See  bobcat  table, 
miles  of  stream,  ding  to  Cjane  Mgit. 
rivers,  8  lake  mit.  No  hag 
shores.  limit. 

900  past  years. 
Harvest  averages. 

T 

Maryland 

Recent  State  study 
indicates  the  popu¬ 
lations  are  stable 
to  sli^tly 
increasing. 

336  (IR) 

Determined 

anrually. 

Conditions  are 

monitored 

annually. 

Season  1/1-3/14. 
Bag  limit  set 
according  to 
counties. 

Tags  are  mandatory, 
applied  by  State  enforce¬ 
ment  personnel  within  15 
(feys  of  season  closure. 
Trappers  nust  suhnit 
harvest  information  prior 

200  not  to  exceed 
360  for  2 
consecutive  years. 

T 

to  receiving  tags. 
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Massachusetts  Unknown,  age  157  (TR) 

structures,  repro¬ 
ductive  condition  S 
general  condition  of 
the  population  will 
be  evaluated  to 
assess  long-term 
trends. 


Determined  for 
counties  S  State 
regions  for  tag 
records. 


State  InpTwe- 
ments  In  water 
quality  mgy 
result  In  better 
habitat. 


Season  11/1-2/28.  Tags  are  mandatory,  120  based  on  past 

No  bag  limit.  applied  ty  State  harvest  levels, 

personnel .  Carcass  trust 
be  presented.  Pelti  must  be 
tag^  within  2  daiys  after 
the  close  of  season. 


A 


Michigan 

Current  (bta 
indicate  a  stable 
population.  Carcass 
stixly  will  assess 
age,  sex  S  repro¬ 
ductive  status  of 
80-81  harvest. 

1157  (TR) 

Minnesota 

State  Indicates 
population  as  stable 

1186  (TR) 

to  increasing  due  to 
Increased  beaver 
populations. 

Determined  tor 
7  State  zones  S 
for  counties. 


Stable. 
Preferred 
habitat  located 
in  the  upper 
peninsula  S 
Whitefish  River 
systems  S  in 
lower  Midtigan 
Rifle  S  Thunder 
Bay  watershed. 


Season  is  Tags  are  raandatoty,  500-600  based  on 

controlled  atror-  applied  by  State  personnel  past  harvest  levels, 
ding  to  State  ndthin  48  hours  of  season 
zone.  Bag  litrrit  closure. 

Is  one  per  season 
per  zone. 


A 


Determined  for 
counties  fniti 
tag  records. 


Habitat 

increasing  fnm 

heaver 

populations. 


Season  11/15- 
11/29.  Bag  limit 
two. 


See  bobcat  table. 


800  based  on  past  A 
harvest  levels. 


Mississippi  Stable,  distribution  1389  (TS) 

Increased  beaver 

Stable  wildlife 

Trapping  season  See  bobcat  table. 

is  expanding  as  a 

papulation  has 

habitat  evalu¬ 

12/1-2/8.  No  bag 

result  of  heaver 

resulted  In 

ation  available. 

limit.  (Season 

activities.  State¬ 

expanding  otter 

Trapper  sirwy 

reduced  7  days). 

wide  population  not 

habitat.  Esti¬ 

available  Indi¬ 

reported.  Proposed 

mates  of  beaver 

cating  tobitat 

researdi  involves 

habitat  are 

type  where 

population  iiodeling 

available  tor 

animals  were 

from  sex  S  age 
structure  of  harvest. 

each  county. 

harvested. 

'1500  determined  frxin  A 
past  harvest  levels. 


Montana 

Not  reported. 

Researidi  involving 
otter  status  will 
begin  In  1982. 

1 

98  (TR) 

Locations  of 
harvest  are 
plotted  on  State 
map  to  Index 
current  distrl- 
butiors.  Harvest 
data  deter'- 
mined  tor  7 

State  regions. 

Not  reported. 

Season  is 
controlled  accor^ 
ding  to  State 
regions.  Bag 
limit  one  per 
season. 

See  bobcat  table. 

50-80  based  on 
past  harvest 
levels. 

New 

Not  reported.  Har^ 

351  (TR) 

Determined  tor- 

Habitat 

Season  Is 

Tags  are  manchtory. 

150  based  on  past 

Hampshire 

vest  h£  been 
Increasing.  Age 
structure  of  harvest 
is  available. 

counties. 

increasing  in 
quality  frxin 
beaver 

controlled  at 
county  level. 

No  bag  limit. 

applied  by  State  personnel  harvest  levels, 
within  10  efeys  after  the 
close  of  season. 

New  York 

State  reports  popu¬ 
lations  to  be 
Increasing.  Age, 
sex,  and  reproductive 
data  fran  harvest 
are  used  to  analyze 
otter  populations. 

846  (T^) 

Determined  for 
counties,  game 
mgnt.  units  S 
towns. 

Habitat  confined  Season  is 
to  14  counties  "  controlled  ty 
in  northern  Nav  county  S  mgnt. 
York  20,000  sq.  inits.  No  bag 
miles.  State  limit, 

legislation  pro- 
,,tects  the  major 
portion  of  otter 
habitat  fhm 
development. 

See  bobcat  table. 

750-800  based  on 
past  harvest  levels. 

North 

Carolina 

See  bobcat  table. 

1617  (DR) 

See  bobcat 
table. 

Under  current 
assessment. 

See  bobcat 
table. 

See  bobcat  table. 

1200  otter  based  on 
past  harvest  level. 
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Biological  Infonration _  _ ftenagetiEnt _  Proposed 


State 

Total  Harvest 

Population  Trend  1979-flO 

Distribution  Habitat 

of  Harvest  Evaluation 

Control  of 

Harvest 

Pelt  Registration 
and  Marking 

Harvest  Level 
Objective 

1900-31 

Export 

Findings 

Oregon 

Not  reported. 

Abundance  is  deter¬ 
mined  from  field 
observations.  State 
indicates  lower  jow 
will  be  turned  in  ' 
during  1980-81 
season. 

558  (OR) 

Detennined  for  Not  reported, 
counties. 

11/15-1/31 

No  bag  limit. 

See  bobcat  table. 

400  based  on  past 
harvest  level. 

A 

Rhode 

Island 

Not  reported. 

N/A 

•N/A  Not  reported. 

State  al  loirfi  no 
regular  cotimer- 
cial  harvest. 
1980-81  nuisance 
firbearer  regu¬ 
lation  allovfi  the 
take  mder 
penirit. 

Tags  are  mandatory, 
applied  State 
personnel  ,vbo  maintain 
harvest  records,  within 

72  hours  of  take. 

N/A 

fCA 

South 

Carolina 

State  reports  popu¬ 
lations  to  he  stable. 
Age  structure,  sex  J) 
reproductive  status 
of  harvest  is 
available. 

535  (TO) 

See  bobcat- table.  All  river 

drainages  \^re 
beaver  populations 
are  stable  pro¬ 
vide  optinun 
otter  habitat. 

See  bobcat  table. 

1000  based  on  1500 
tags  sold. 

A 

Vennont 

See  bobcat  table. 

126  (TO) 

See  bobcat  table.  Optimal  otter 
habitat  is 
lacking. 

A  63  dc(y  season 
is  set,  during 
beaver  season. 
10/25-12/31. 

No  bag  limit. 

See  bobcat  table. 

150  based  on  past 
harvest  levels. 

A 

Virginia 

See  bobcat  table. 

1319  (TO), 

See  bobcat  table.  Not  reported. 

Trapping  only. 
Season  open  to 
counties  east  of 
Blue  Ridge 
Mountains.  No 
bag  liim't. 

See  bobcat  table. 

775  based  on  past 
harvest  levels. 

A 

Washington 

Not  reported. 

759  ■ 

Determined  for  Not  reported. 

counties  S  State 

regions. 

Season  is  See  bobcat  tabale. 

controlled 

according  to  State 

regions.  Season 

has  been  reduced 

in  several  regions 

to  adjust  for 

declines  in  beaver 

populations. 

770  based  on  past 
harvest  levels. 

T 

Wisconsin 

i 

Stable.  Statewide 
population  estimate 
is  5200.  Research  to 
detenoine  the  popu¬ 
lation  status  will  be 
coRplete  in  1983. 

1448  (TO) 

Determined  for  Not  reported, 
counties. 

Season  is 
controlled  by 
State  zones.  Bag 
limit  is  2  per 
season. 

Tags  are  mancbtory,  1100  based  on  past 

applied  by  State  personnel  harvest  levels, 
within  5  days  of  harvest. 

Trapper  trust  submit 
harvest  information  prior 
to  receiving  tags. 

A 
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Table  4.  Lynx  E)W)rt  Findings  far  1900-81  Harvest  Season 


Biological  Information 

Manaqsient 

Proposed 

State 

Population  Trend 

Total  Harvest 
197»«) 

Distribution 
of  Harvest 

Habitat 

Evaluation 

Control  of  Pelt  Registration 

Harvest  and  Marking 

Harvest  Level 
Dbjective 

1980-81 

Export 

Findings 

Alaska 

Status  utknoMn. 

Not  yet 
reported. 

See  otter  t^ble. 

Much  of  State 
remains 
vril  demess. 

See  otter  table.  See  otter  table. 

2800  based  on  past 
harvest  levels. 

A 

Idaho 

Very  unconmon. 
Harvest  is 

Incidental  to 
bobcat. 

4  (IR) 

Determined  for  6 
game  managanent 
regions. 

Wilderness  area 
2D,0Q0  sq.  miles 
(25X  of  State) 

See  bobcat  table.  See  bobcat  table. 

3  based  on  past 
harvest  level. 

NEA 

Minnesota 

State  data  indicates  42  (TH)  » 
an  increasing  popu¬ 
lation.  Age  structure, 
sex  S  reproductive 
status  is  studied 
fron  the  harvest. 

Determined  for 
counties. 

See  bobcat 
table.  ' 

See  bobcat  table.  See  bobcat  table. 

75  based  on  past 
harvest  levels. 

A 

Montana 

Carcasses  sanpled  57  (IR) 

for  age  &  reproductive 
status.  No  trend 
reported. 

Location  of 
harvest  is 
plotted  to  indi¬ 
cate  State 
distribution. 

Not  reported. 

See  tnboat  table.  See  bobcat  table. 

20-40  based  on  past 
harvest  levels. 

A 

North  Dakota 

Not  reported. 

Not  reported. 

Not  reported. 

See  bobcat. 

Take  allowed  with 
bobcat. 

Not  reported 

I€A 

Washington 

Urknown.  Future 
research  involves 
carcass  examination. 

6  (TO) 

See  bobcat  table. 

.  Habitat  isolated  See  bobcat  table.  See  bobcat  table, 
to  wilderness  ^  .  Carcass  mist  be 

areas  S  National  sJbmitted  prior  to 

Park,  little  receiving  tag. 

habitat 
disturbance. 

6  based  on  past 
harvest  levels. 

NEA 

BILUNQ  CODE  6560-01-C 
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Alaskan  brown  bear  and  Alaskan 
gray  wolf.  The  populations  of  these 
species  in  Alaska  are  included  in 
Appendix  II  in  order  to  effectively 
control  trade  in  specimens  of  these 
species  from  other  populations.  The 
State  of  Alaska  requires  close 
accounting  of  all  brown  bear  and  wolf 
pelts  and  brown  bear  skulls,  including 
mandatory  tagging  with  metal  locking 
tags  by  an  authorized  State 
representative,  and  submission  of 
reports  on  the  circmnstances  of  the 
taking.  As  was  summarized  by  the  ESSA 
last  year  (44  FR  55546],  all  known  trade 
in  Alaskan  brown  bears  consists  of 
well-documented  trophies  being  shipped 
to  individual  hunters,  and  there  is  no 
evidence  of  extensive  commercial  trade 
in  this  species.  The  purchase,  sale,  or 
barter  of  brown  bear  pelts  is  prohibited 
by  the  State.  Although  these  activities 
are  permitted  with  respect  to  tagged 
wolf  pelts,  the  contribution  of  these 
pelts  to  world  trade  in  the  species  is 
negligible  (only  three  reported  exports  in 
1979).  State  export  permits  (shipping 
tags)  are  required  for  £my  transportation 
of  brown  bear  and  wolf  pelts  or  trophies 
out  of  Alaska.  Since  these  pelts  are 
closely  monitored  where  taken,  and  are 
tagged,  they  are  easily  distinguished 
from  similar  products  of  species  listed 
on  Appendix  I,  or  on  Appendix  II  under 
Article  II(2](a).  Therefore,  there  is  no 
detriment  to  the  species  sought  to  be 
protected  by  having  them  confused  in 
trade  with  Alaskan  brown  bears  or 
wolves. 

American  alligator.  The  ESSA 
published  extensive  discussions  on  the 
conditions  smrounding  export  of  this 
species  in  the  Federal  Register  on  May 
31, 1979  (44  FR  31584),  August  13, 1979 
(44  FR  47386),  and  October  12, 1979  (44 
FR  59086).  As  noted  above,  the  Service 
is  developing  advice  on  non-detriment 
for  export  of  the  American  alligator  with 
respect  to  that  species  and  with  respect 
to  other  species  that  it  was  listed  to 
protect. 

Information  on  the  population  status 
of  American  alligators  and  management 
practices  concerning  them  in  Louisiana 
and  Florida  was  summarized  in  the  May 
31, 1977  Federal  Register  (44  FR  31584). 
The  Secretary  of  the  Louisiana 
Department  of  Wildlife  and  Fisheries 
and  the  Executive  Director  of  the  Florida 
Game  and  Fresh  Water  Fish 
Commission  provided  information 
indicating  increasing  alligator 
populations  in  both  States.  Louisiana 
and  Florida  are  conducting  ongoing 
programs  to  monitor  alligator 
populations  and  to  strictly  regulate  the 
harvest. 


In  addition  to  controls  at  the  State 
level.  Federal  controls  are  imposed 
pursuant  to  special  rules  issued  under 
the  authority  of  the  Endangered  Species 
Act  of  1973  (50  CFR  17.41).  The  Service 
recently  proposed  revising  those  rules  to 
drop  the  requirement  for  licensing  of 
fabricators  of  alligator  hides,  on  ^e 
grounds  that  this  requirement  did  not 
contribute  to  the  effective  control  of 
trade  in  such  hides  (45  FR  52849). 
However,  the  cxirrent  and  proposed 
regulations  still  prescribe  where 
alligators  may  be  harvested,  require 
licenses  of  all  domestic  and  foreign 
buyers  and  tanners,  and  specify 
marking,  transportation,  record-keeping, 
and  reporting  requirements. 

The  evidence  of  increasing  alligator 
populations  and  the  presence  of  State 
and  Federal  controls  provide  assurance 
that  the  export  of  American  alligators 
taken  in  the  1980  season  in  Florida  and 
Louisiana  will  not  be  detrimental  to  the 
siuvival  of  the  species. 

With  respect  to  the  impact  of 
American  alligator  exports  on  other 
species  of  crocodilians,  the  ESSA 
determined  last  year  that  the  Florida 
and  Louisiana  tagging  requirements  and 
the  Federal  licensing  of  buyers,  tanners, 
and  fabricators  assured  that  alligator 
exports  would  not  diminish  the 
effectiveness  of  the  Convention  in 
controlling  trade  in  other  crocodilians.  It 
reached  this  decision  after  considering 
various  theoretically  possible  ei^ects 
that  alligator  exports  might  have  on  the 
control  of  trade  in  other  species.  There 
is  not  yet  any  evidence  to  indicate  that 
the  export  of  alligator  hides  taken  in 
1979  or  in  previous  seasons  had  any 
such  effect  of  an  adverse  nature. 

Further,  as  explained  in  the  August  8, 
1980,  Federal  Register  (45  FR  52849), 
dropping  the  fabricator  licensing 
requirement  would  not  significantly 
reduce  the  ability  of  the  Federal 
government  to  control  trade  in  American 
alligators  or  other  crocodilians.  Provided 
that  any  export  of  American  alligators  is 
in  accordance  with  the  Service’s 
regulations  (50  CFR  17.41),  which  require 
the  licensing  of  foreign  buyers  and 
tanners,  and  provided  that  hides  are 
tagged,  there  is  assurance  that  their 
export  would  not  diminish  the 
effectiveness  of  the  Convention  on 
controlling  trade  in  other  crocodilians. 

Accordingly,  the  Service  proposes  to 
approve  export  of  American  alligators 
legally  taken  in  Florida  and  Louisiana 
during  the  1980-81  season.  In  the  case  of 
Florida,  it  should  be  noted  that  the 
harvest  is  limited  to  “nuisance” 
alligators  taken  by  State  personnel,  and 
that  there  is  no  particular  season.  These 
findings,  therefore,  will  apply  to  all 


alligators  taken  in  that  State  prior  to  the 
Service’s  findings  in  1981  for  the 
following  “season.”  For  both  Florida  and 
Louisiana,  approval  of  export  this  year 
will  depend  on  receipt  and  approval  by 
the  Service  of  sample  State  alligator  tags 
for  the  present  season. 

Proposed  Rule 

The  ESSA  published  previous 
Scientific  Authority  advice  on  export  of 
the  seven  species  addressed  in  the 
notice  in  Title  50,  Part  810,  Code  of 
Federal  Regulations.  The  Service 
announced  in  the  (uly  10, 1980,  Federal 
Register  (45  FR  46464)  that  Scientific 
Authority  responsibilities  were 
transferred  from  the  ESSA  to  the 
Service.  In  that  notice,  the  Service 
stated  that  it  intends  to  establish  rules 
for  its  performance  of  these 
responsibilities,  including  policies, 
procedures  for  developing  findings  on 
the  issuance  of  permits  and  certificates, 
and  final  determinations  on  the  expcvt 
of  certain  Appendix  n  species  for  which 
findings  are  made  that  apply  to  all 
exports  of  specimens  taken  in  a 
particular  harvest  season  or  other 
particular  period  of  time. 

The  present  proposal  addresses  only 
the  last  topic  mentioned  above.  The 
Service  plans  to  publish  proposed  rules 
on  policies  and  procedures  at  a  later 
date.  The  Service  now  proposes  to  add 
new  Subparts  E  (Scientific  Authority 
Advice)  and  F  (^port  of  Certain 
Species)  to  Title  50,  Part  23,  Code  of 
Federal  Regulations.  Part  810  would  be 
deleted  and  its  contents  transferred  to 
new  Subpart  F.  The  Service  intends  that 
future  additions  to  Subpart  F  will 
indicate  those  populations  of  the  species 
for  which  export  is  allowed,  on  the  basis 
of  both  Scientific  Authority  and 
Management  Authority  determinations. 

Public  Comments  Solicited 

The  Service  intends  that  the  findings 
finally  adopted  will  be  as  effective  as 
possible  in  carrying  out  the 
requirements  of  the  Convention. 
Therefore,  the  Service  requests 
comments  and  current  information  on 
the  species  addressed  in  this  notice. 
Final  findings  will  take  into 
consideration  the  comments  and  any 
additional  information  received,  and 
such  consideration  may  lead  to  final 
findings  that  differ  firom  this  proposal. 

The  period  for  public  comment  on  this 
proposal  is  limited  to  15  days  with 
respect  to  American  ginseng  and  the 
American  alligator,  on  the  grounds  that 
a  longer  period  would  be  impracticable 
and  contrary  to  the  public  interest  (43 
CFR  14.5).  The  harvest  season  for  these 
two  species  will  have  begun  before  a 
final  finding  is  issued,  and  delaying 
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issuance  of  the  finding  could  adversely 
impact  State  conservation  programs  for 
these  species.  The  period  for  public 
comment  with  respect  to  other  species 
addressed  in  this  notice  is  limited  to  25 
days  for  similar  reasons. 

An  environmental  assessment  has 
been  prepared  in  conjunction  with  this 
proposal.  It  is  on  hie  in  the  Service’s 
Office  of  the  Scientific  Authority,  Room 
536, 1717  H  Street,  MW,  Washington, 

DC,  and  may  be  examined  during 
regular  business  hours. 

This  proposal  is  issued  under 
authority  contained  in  the  Endangered 
Species  Act  of  1973,  as  amended  (16 
U.S.C.  et  seq.;  87  Stat.  884).  The  primary 
author  of  this  proposal  is  Dr.  Richard  L. 
Jachowski,  Office  of  the  Scientific 
Authority  (202/653-5948). 

Note. — ^The  Service  has  determined  that 
this  document  does  not  contain  a  significant 
proposal  requiring  preparation  of  a  regulatory 
analysis  imder  Executive  Order  12044  and  43 
CFR  Part  14. 

Dated:  September  24, 1980. 

Lynn  A.  Greenwalt, 

Director,  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service. 

Accordingly,  the  Service  proposes  to 
amend  Parts  23  and  810  of  Title  50,  Code 
of  Federal  Regulations,  as  set  forth 
below: 

1.  Add  new  Subparts  E  and  F  to  Part 
23  as  follows: 

PART  23~ENDANGERED  SPECIES 
CONVENTION 

Subpart  E— Scientific  Authority  Advice 
[Reserved] 

Subpart  F— Export  of  Certain  Species 

Sec. 

23.51  American  ginseng  (Panax 
quinquefoUus). 

23.52  Bobcat  (Lynx  rufus). 

23.53  River  otter  (Lutra  canadensis). 

23.54  Lynx  (Lynx  Canadensis). 

23.55  Gray  wolf  (Canis  lupus). 

23.56  Brown  bear  (Ursus  arctos). 

23.57  American  alligator  (Alligator 
mississippiensis). 

Authority:  Endangered  Species  Act  of  1973, 
as  amended  (16  U.S.C.  1531  et  seq.;  87  Stat 
684). 

Subpart  E— Scientific  Authority  Advice 
[Reserved] 

Subpart  F— Export  of  Certain  Species 

§  23.51  American  ginseng  (Panax 
quinquefoUus). 

State  populations  for  which  the  export 
of  the  indicated  season’s  harvest  may  be 
permitted  under  §  23.15  of  this  Part  23: 

(a)  1978  Harvest:  Arkansas,  Georgia, 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kentucky, 
Maryland,  Michigan,  Minnesota, 
Missouri,  New  York,  North  Carolina, 


Pennsylvania,  Tennessee,  Virginia,  West 
Virginia,  and  Wisconsin. 

Conditions  on  findings:  Roots  must  be 
documented  as  to  state  of  origin  and 
season  of  collecting. 

For  further  information  see:  43  FR 
29469,  July  7, 1978;  43  FR  35013,  August 
7, 1978;  43  FR  36293,  August  16, 1978;  and 
43  FR  39305,  September  1, 1978. 

(b)  1979  Harvest:  Arkansas,  CJeorgia, 
Illinois,  Iowa,  Kentucky,  Maryland, 
Minnesota,  Missouri,  North  Carolina, 
Ohio,  Tennessee,  Virginia,  West 
Virginia,  and  Wisconsin. 

Conditions  on  findings:  Roots  must  be 
documented  as  to  state  of  origin  and 
season  of  collecting.  Wild  roots  must  be 
certified  by  the  State  as  legally 
collected.  For  further  information  see:  44 
FR  25384;  April  30, 1979;  44  FR  3107,  June 
1, 1979;  and  44  FR  47912,  August  15, 1979. 

(c)  1980  Harvest:  Arkansas,  Georgia, 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kentucky, 
Maryland,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  New 
York,  North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Tennessee, 
Virginia,  West  Virginia,  and  Wisconsin. 

Conditions  on  findings:  Roots  must  be 
documented  as  to  state  or  origin  and 
season  of  collecting.  Wild  and  cultivated 
roots  must  be  certified  by  the  State  as 
legally  collected,  and  such  certification 
must  be  presented  upon  export. 

§  23.52  Bobcat  (Lynx  rufus). 

States  for  which  the  export  of  the 
indicated  season’s  harvest  may  be 
permitted  under  §  23.15  of  this  Part  23: 

(a)  1977-78  Harvest:  Alabama  (Quota 
4,000),  Arizona  (Q  8,000),  Arkansas 

(Q  3,000),  California  (Q  6,000),  Colorado 
(Q  4,000),  Florida  (Q  3,500),  Georgia 
(Q  4,000),  Idaho  (Q  1,475),  Louisiana 
(Q  4,000],  Maine  (Q  500),  Massachusetts 
(Q  50],  Michigan  (Q  350],  Minnesota 
(Q  150),  Mississippi  (Q  4,000],  Montana 
(Q  1,070),  Nebraska  (Q  400),  Nevada 
(Q  2,225),  New  Mexico  (Q  6,000),  New 
York  (Q  225),  North  Carolina  (Q  800), 
North  Dakota  (Q  165),  Oregon  (Q  3,000), 
South  Dakota  (Q  500),  Tennessee  (Q 
1,000),  Texas  (Q  10,000),  Vermont  (Q 
200),  Virginia  (Q  1,500],  Washington  (Q 
6,000),  West  Virginia  (Q  500),  Wisconsin 
(Q  300),  Wyoming  (Q  2,000],  Navajo 
Nation  (Q  500). 

For  furdier  information:  See  42  FR 
43729,  August  30, 1977;  43  FR  11081, 
March  16, 1978;  and  43  FR  29469,  July  7, 
1978. 

(b)  1978-79  Harvest:  Alabama, 
Arizona,  Arkansas,  California, 
Colorado,  Florida,  Georgia,  Idaho, 
Kansas,  Louisiana,  Maine, 
Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Minnesota, 
Mississippi,  Montana,  Nebraska, 
Nevada,  New  Mexico  (Q  6,000),  New 
York,  North  Carolina,  North  Dakota, 
Oklahoma,  Oregon,  South  Carolina, 
South  Dakota,  Tennessee,  Texas, 


Vermont  Virginia,  Washington,  West 
Virginia,  Wisconsin,  Wyoming  (Q  2,000) 
and  the  Navajo  Nation. 

Condition  on  finding:  Pelts  must  be 
clearly  identified  as  to  state  of  origin 
and  season  of  taking. 

For  further  information:  See  43  FR 
11096,  March  16, 1978;  43  FR  13913,  April 
3, 1978;  43  FR  15097,  April  10. 1978;  43  FR 
29469,  July  7, 1978;  43  FR  35013,  August 
7, 1978;  43  FR  36293,  August  16, 1978;  and 
43  Fr  39305,  September  1. 1978. 

(c)  1979-80  Harvest:  Alabama, 

Arizona,  Arkansas,  California,  j" 
Colorado,  [Florida],  Georgia,  Idaho, 
Kansas,  Louisiana,  Maine, 
[Massachusetts],  Michigan,  Minnesota, 
Mississippi,  Montana,  Nebraska, 

Nevada,  [New  Mexico  (Q  6,000)],  New 
York,  North  Carolina,  [North  Dakota], 
Oklahoma,  Oregon  [eastern  portion]. 
South  Carolina,  South  Dakota, 

Tennessee,  Texas  [high  plains  ecological 
area],  Utah,  Vermont,  Virginia, 
Washington,  WeSt  Virginia, 

[Wisconsin],  Wyoming,  Navajo  Nation. 

Condition  on  findings:  Pelts  must  be 
clearly  identified  as  to  state  of  origin 
and  season  of  taking,  including  tagging 
according  to  standards  and  conditions 
established  by  the  Service.  The  U.S. 
District  Court  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  has  enjoined  export  of  bobcat 
pelts  harvested  in  1979-80  season  in 
those  states  or  portions  of  states  named 
above  in  brackets. 

For  further  information:  See  44  FR 
25383,  April  30. 1979;  44  FR  31583,  May 
31, 1979;  44  FR  40842,  July  12, 1979;  44  FR 
52289,  September  7, 1979;  and  44  FTR 
55540,  September  26, 1979. 

(d)  1980-81  Harvest:  Arizona, 
Arkansas,  Florida,  Idaho, 

Massachusetts,  Michigan,  Minnesota, 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  Montana, 
Nebraska,  New  Hampshire,  New 
Mexico,  North  Dakota,  Oregon,  South 
Carolina,  Tennessee,  Utah,  Vermont, 
Virginia,  Wisconsin,  Wyoming. 

Condition  on  findings:  Pelts  must  be 
clearly  identified  as  to  state  of  origin 
and  season  of  taking,  including  tagging 
according  to  conditions  established  by 
the  Service. 

§  23.53  River  otter  (Lutra  canadensis). 

States  for  which  the  export  of  the 
indicated  season’s  harvest  may  be 
permitted  under  §23.15  of  this  Part  23: 

(a)  1977-78  Harvest:  Alabama  [Quota 
1,500],  Alaska  [open],  Arkansas  [Q  400), 
Connecticut  [Q  100),  Delaware  [Q  60), 
Florida  [Q  6,000),  Georgia  [Q  4,000), 
Louisiana  [Q  7,500],  Maine  [Q  600], 
Maryland  [Q  165),  Massachusetts  [Q  68), 
Michigan  [Q  810),  Minnesota  [Q  700), 
Mississippi  [Q  350],  Montana  [Q  36), 
New  Hampshire  [(5  200),  New  York  [Q 
700),  North  Carolina  [Q  1,200],  Oregon 
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(Q  335],  Rhode  Island  (Q 15),  South 
Carolina  (Q  650),  Vermont  (Q  50), 
Virginia  (Q  585),  Washington  (Q  770), 
Wisconsin  (Q  1,200). 

For  further  information:  See  42  FR 
43729,  August  30, 1977;  43  FR  11081, 
March  16, 1978;  and  43  FR  29469,  July  7, 
1978. 

1978-79  Harvest;  Alabama,  Alaska, 
Arkansas,  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
Florida,  Georgia,  Louisiana,  Maine, 
Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Michigan, 
Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Montana,  New 
Hampshire,  New  York,  North  Carolina, 
Oregon,  Rhode  Island,  South  Carolina, 
Vermont,  Virginia,  Washington, 
Wisconsin. 

Condition  on  tindings;  Pelts  must  be 
clearly  identiHed  as  to  state  of  origin 
and  season  of  taking. 

For  further  information:  See  43  FR 
11096,  March  16, 1978;  43  FR  13913,  April 
3, 1978;  43  FR  15097,  April  10, 1978;  43  FR 
29469,  July  7, 1978;  43  FR  35013,  August 
7, 1978:  43  FR  36293,  August  16, 1978;  and 
43  FR  39305,  September  1, 1978. 

(c)  1979-80  Harvest:  Alabama,  Alaska, 
Arkansas,  Cormecticut,  Delaware, 
Florida,  Georgia,  Louisiana,  Maine, 
Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Michigan, 
Miimesota,  Mississippi,  Montana,  New 
Hampshire,  New  York,  North  Carolina, 
Oregon,  South  Carolina,  Vermont, 
Virginia,  Washington,  Wisconsin. 

Condition  on  findings:  Pelts  must  be 
clearly  identified  as  to  state  of  origin 
and  season  of  taking,  including  tagging 
according  to  conditions  establish^  by 
the  Service. 

For  further  information:  See  44  FR 
25383,  April  30, 1979;  44  FR  31583,  May 
31, 1979;  44  FR  40842,  July  12, 1979;  44  FR 
52289,  September  7, 1979;  and  44  FR 
55540,  September  26, 1979. 

(d)  1980-81  Harvest:  Alaska, 
Arkansas,  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
Florida,  Massachusetts,  Michigan, 
Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Montana,  New 
Hampshire,  Oregon,  South  Carolina, 
Vermont,  Virginia,  Wisconsin. 

Condition  on  findings:  Pelts  must  be 
clearly  identified  as  to  state  of  origin 
and  season  of  taking,  including  tagging 
according  to  conditions  established  by 
the  Service. 

§  23.54  (Lynx  canadensis). 

States  for  which  the  export  of  the 
indicated  season’s  harvest  may  be 
permitted  imder  §  23.15  of  this  Part  23: 

(a)  1977-78  Harvest:  Alaska  (open), 
Idaho  (Quota  25),  Minnesota  (Q  25), 
Montana  (Q  200),  Washington  (Q  35). 

For  further  information:  See  42  FR 
43729,  August  30, 1977;  43  FR  11081, 
March  16, 1978;  and  43  FR  29469,  July  7, 
1978. 

(b)  1978-79  Harvest  Alaska,  Ideiho, 
Minnesota,  Montana,  Washington. 


Condition  on  findings:  Pelts  must  be 
clearly  identified  as  to  state  of  origin 
and  season  of  taking.  — 

For  further  information:  See  43  FR 
11096,  March  16, 1978;  43  FR  13913,  April 
3, 1978:  43  FR  15097,  April  10, 1978;  43  FR 
29469,  July  7, 1978;  43  FR  35013,  August 
7, 1978:  43  FR  36293,  August  16, 1978;  and 
43  FR  39305,  September  1, 1978. 

(c)  1979-80  Harvest  Alaska, 
Minnesota,  Montana. 

Condition  on  findings:  Pelts  must  be 
clearly  identified  as  to  state  of  origin 
and  state  of  taking,  including  tagging 
according  to  standards  and  conditions 
established  by  the  Service. 

For  further  information:  See  44  FR 
25383,  April  30, 1979;  44  FR  31585,  May 
31, 1979:  44  FR  40842,  July  12, 1979;  44  FR 
52289,  September  7, 1979;  and  44  FR 
55540,  September  26, 1979. 

(d)  1980-81  Harvest  Alaska, 
Minnesota,  Montana. 

Condition  on  finding:  Pelts  must  be 
clearly  identified  as  to  state  of  origin 
and  season  of  taking,  including  tagging 
according  to  conditions  established  by 
the  Service. 

§  23.55  Gray  wolf  (Canis  lupus). 

State  for  which  the  export  of  the 
indicated  season’s  harvest  may  be 
permitted  under  §  23.15  of  this  Part  23: 

(a)  1977-78  Harvest  Alaska. 

Condition  on  findings:  Pelts  must  be 

tagged  as  required  by  the  State  of 
Alaska. 

(b)  1978-79  Harvest;  Alaska. 

Condition  on  findings:  Pelts  must  be 

tagged  as  required  by  the  State  of 
Alaska. 

(c)  1979-80  Harvest  Alaska. 

Condition  on  findings:  Pelts  must  be 

tagged  as  required  by  the  State  of 
Alaska. 

For  further  information:  See  44  FR 
25383,  April  30, 1979;  44  FR  31583,  May 
31, 1979;  44  FR  40842,  July  12, 1979;  44  FR 
52289,  September  7, 1979;  and  44  FR 
55540,  September  26, 1979. 

(d)  1980-81  Harvest:  Alaska. 
Condition  on  findings;  Pelts  must  be 

tagged  as  required  by  the  State  of 
Alaska. 

§  23.56  Brown  bear  (Ursus  arctos). 

State  for  which  the  export  of  the 
indicated  season’s  harvest  may  be 
permitted  under  §  23.15  of  this  Part  23: 

(a)  1977-78  Harvest  Alaska. 
Condition  on  findings:  Pelts  must  be 

tagged  as  required  by  the  State  of 
Alaska. 

(b)  1978-79  Harvest  Alaska. 
Condition  on  findings:  Pelts  must  be 

tagged  as  required  by  the  State  of 
Alaska. 

(c)  1979-80  Harvest  Alaska. 


Condition  on  findings:  Pelts  must  be 
tagged  as  required  by  the  State  of 
Alaska. 

For  further  information:  See  44  FR 
25383,  April  30, 1979;  44  FR  31583,  May 
31, 1979:  44  FR  40842,  July  12, 1979;  44  FR 
52289,  September  7, 1979;  and  44  FR 
55540,  September  26, 1979. 

(d)  1980-81  Harvest  Alaska. 
Condition  on  findings:  Pelts  must  be 
tagged  as  required  by  the  State  of 
Alaska. 

§  23.57  American  alligator  (Alligator 
mississippiensis). 

States  for  which  the  export  of  the 
indicated  season’s  harvest  may  be 
permitted  under  §  23.15  of  the  Part  23: 

(a)  1979  and  Previous  Harvest: 
Florida,  Louisiana. 

(b)  1980-81  Harvest  Florida, 
Louisiana. 

CHAPTER  VIII  [DELETED] 

PART  810  [DELETED] 

2.  Delete  Chapter  VIII,  Part  810 
entirely  from  Title  50,  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations. 

[FR  Doc.  80-30064  Filed  0-26-80  8:45  am] 
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